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From left to right: Saint John Vianney, Transfiguration of the Lord, Saint  Dominic,  Saint Lawrence,  Saint Clare, Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Assumption of the Vir-
gin Mary, Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, Saint Pius X, Saint Rose of Lima, St Bartholomew, Saint Louis, Saint Monica & Saint Augustine

St. Louis de Montfort

“God the Father communicated to Mary His fruitfulness,
inasmuch as a mere creature is capable of it, in order that He

might give Her the power to produce His Son and all the
members of His Mystical Body.”

FROM the FOUNDER:

Dear Children of Mary...

August 1st, being the first Sunday in August this year, will
commemorate the proposed Feast Day for the Father of All
Mankind.   Our Father has requested this Feast Day to give
us a day in which all His children would acknowledge Him
as their father and in this way receive their inheritance as
His children.

There is a hunger in us that only God can fill; a space in our
souls that can not be satisfied by anything other than God
Himself.  We are made this way, not as a defect or as if we have a part missing out of negligence, but intention-
ally made this way so that we instinctively seek to have this space filled.  When God creates our souls, He
holds us in His minds eye, so to speak, loves us and calls us good, then speaks the word; ...let there be...” and
we are created in the exact image of Himself that He desired us to be.  Our souls have an impression of that
moment, the experience of the presence of God, His love, His beauty, His ability to see and know us impecca-
bly, His gentleness, His power, His perfection, security and safety in His presence, His immeasurableness.

We can see in the things we like from our earliest memories that we have been seeking Him in all we have
sought for all our lives.   Even in the things that are disordered there is the foundational right ordered desire
for a good that is something we need from our Father.  As St. Augustine said, “we were made for Yourself,
and our hearts are restless until we rest in You.”

In the Our Father we pray, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  And Jesus told us
that the Kingdom of God is within.  Therefore we seek to have the Kingdom of God within us by having Him
in us and in this way the Kingdom of God spreads on earth by dwelling in His children.  It is mystical.  And
just as sin causes disorder in the world and corrupts even the physical world, so too holiness through God’s
presence restores order and renews and regenerates even the physical world.  Most of all though, it builds the
spiritual Kingdom of God and brings peace to hearts and minds and unites all people of good will, conse-
quently having these other good effects.

This is what He desires to give us in the Consecration and proposed Feast Day.  This is the inheritance He de-
sires to give us as His children and this is what we were made for and have longed for from our creation and
will always long for until we reach heaven our true home.  Amen

God bless you and Mary keep you
Br. Mariamartin de la Cruz
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“I love You Father and I give myself to You!”  This prayer is the
foundation of the Father Chaplet as the Hail Mary is for the Rosary.  But let

us think of what it takes to love someone.  We generally begin to love someone
when we begin to know them.  It is true for our relationship with God as well.  Most

of us come into a relationship with God with preconceived ideas about who He is,
based on relationships with father figures, what others have told us, how we have un-

derstood our life experiences.

Our Father has revealed to us who He is in many ways, through scripture, Church
teaching, lives of the saints etc.  And yet most of us still have not known Him as He is.
It is all too natural to project the effects of personal wounds onto Him and perceive Him
in some way as someone who would hurt us, or at the very least is disinterested in us
and does not love or care for us, or doesn’t want to.

But He is all things good, and in all things always good.  Jesus tells us to love our ene-
mies to be like our Father in heaven who allows it to rain on the just and the unjust
alike.  So He is good even to those who are not good.   How much more will He be
good to those who seek to be good?  Our Father is often depicted as a severe judge, and
yet Jesus tells us He is like the father in the prodigal son parable.  He is waiting for us to
just make one move toward Him and He is ready to run to meet us and remind us that
we have Him and all He has, as an inheritance, if only we would turn to Him in our
need.

One thing I have seen so much of is the idea that God is responsibility and restriction
because He gave us the ten commandments, and a church to give us His teachings, but
He is far from that.  He is truly freedom in the true sense of the word.  He gives only
what is good for us and any laws He gives us are for our protection from
things.  Do we not all teach children to not do things that are harmful to them, because
we know what they do not yet know and so we tell them so they will not hurt them-
selves?  The Father is just so, and not only for our physical good but for our spiritual
good as well.  And He wants us to come to Him in complete freedom not out of a sense
of duty or fear only, but because we want to and are free to do so.  He wants us to come
to Him as we are.  Are we hurt, fearful, worried, sinful, happy, sad, confused, grateful,
have an already great relationship with Him or none at all, raised in the church or an-
other religion or raised with no knowledge of Him at all.  Whatever we have gone
through, whatever place we’ve come from, whatever our background, whatever
we’ve done or haven’t done, He wants us to come to Him and He wants to
dwell in us and be our consolation-- our Father.

I Love You Father,
 and I give Myself to You!
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To know Him is to love Him because He is goodness Itself and love is ordered
to the good.  To consecrate oneself to the Father and to live this devotion is to come to know

Him as He is, as He has revealed Himself to us. He will reveal to each soul who embraces this devo-
tion His infinite love for you personally.  He will guide you to know Him and His ways, to walk in the
freedom of a child of God.  To live as a child who knows his inheritance, that of God Himself and all that
He is and has.  To have the Father as our father is to have a parent who gives without taking away, who
builds up without tearing down anything unless it is harmful and not part of who we truly are, who fos-
ters our good qualities without being critical of our faults or weaknesses, who made us with things we are
good at and like naturally so we can learn about ourselves and our relationship with Him who made us
without being forced to learn by being overwhelmed and traumatized.  In other words He loves us into
the person He created us to be, protects our true interests, takes great care to guide us and care for us in
His providence, and prepares us to live with Him for all eternity.  And He does this all not by controlling
us but by uniting Himself to us.  That is my father, our Father, the Father of all Mankind.  That is merely
a glimpse of all He is.  May we who renew our consecration to Him or do it for the first time this year,

come to know Him as our true Father and say with our whole selves, I love You Father and I give
myself to You.  Amen.

http://www.sdbv.org/html/consecration___feast_day_for_t.html
http://www.prourladyofemmitsburg.org/fatherofallmankind/theformalchaplet.html


“And I show unto you yet a more excellent way.
If I speak with the tongues of men, and of angels,
and have not charity, I am become as sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  And if I should have
prophecy and should know all mysteries, and all
knowledge, and if I should have all faith, so that I
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I
am nothing.  And if I should distribute all my
goods to feed the poor, and if I should deliver my
body to be burned, and have not charity, it profits
me nothing.

Charity is patient, is kind: charity envies not,
deals not perversely; is not puffed up; is not am-
bitious, seeks not her own, is not provoked to
anger, thinks no evil;  Rejoices not in iniquity, but
rejoices with the truth;  Bears all things, believeth
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Charity never falls away: whether prophecies
shall be made void, or tongues shall cease, or
knowledge shall be destroyed.  For we know in
part, and we prophesy in part. But when that
which is perfect is come, that which is in part
shall be done away. When I was a child, I spoke
as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a
child. But, when I became a man, I put away the
things of a child.  We see now through a glass in
a dark manner; but then face to face. Now I know
I part; but then I shall know even as I am

known.  And now there remain faith, hope, and
charity, these three: but the greatest of these is
charity.”  (St. Paul- Epistle to the Corinthians
1:12:31-13:1-13)

I took this from the Douay Rheims translation
because it is a more literal one.  It differentiates
between charity and love because it is specific in
meaning.  Charity means the virtue and love can
mean the virtue or the natural affection for some
perceived good.  Therefore, charity will always
mean love of God or neighbor while love could
mean love for a person, dog or pizza.  As I speak
here of love I will always be referring to charity.

I want to speak of our love for God.  But first I
want to ask why do we worship God, why do we
give ourselves to Him, why do we give so much
effort to doing what He asks of us, why do we
obey the laws He gave us and why do we pledge
fidelity to the Church He founded?

Well, there many disordered motives people
have and they are too numerous to enumerate
and most have to do with deep and profound
wounds from parents who are our first God fig-
ures, and these create obstacles to the natural
and truly good motive of love.  But when love is
our motive, it opposes disorder and orders all
things to the good.  Jesus says that perfect love
casts out all fear and that love is not yet perfect
in one who is afraid.  Love gives us confidence in
God, love trusts in God, love purifies intentions
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and motives and bad tendencies and if we persevere in love our love will become perfect, not on our
own merit but God gives all help to those with a good will, as the angel told the shepherds, “peace on
earth to men of good will.”  Therefore, I do not need to fear all the possible imperfections or even bad
tendencies that could be or could become part of my motives for doing God’s will or obeying Him or
fidelity to a creed or religion, if I but persevere in love as my motive.

If I obey for love of Him, if I give my all to Him for love of Him, if I give up my will for love and trust of
Him, if I suffer for love of Him, if I live a life of suffering, death and resurrection for love of Him, if I al-
low myself to suffer injustice, persecution, calumny, loss of reputation, loss of friends and material
wealth, loss of health; if I choose with my free will to love my enemies, to pray for those who hate me
and curse me, if I do all these things out of love for Him and not out of a passivity like a false victim,
but with a fully aware conscious decision to sacrifice out of love for Him and not guilt or fear or self
hatred, then my will, will not become disordered and only good fruit can come of it.

I know there are many reasons for people to distrust a give your all attitude for anything that is not
purely spiritual, as men tend to corrupt things with their sins or at least obstruct the Holy Spirit with
constricting strictures, allowing policy and bureaucracy to rule and govern instead of union with God,
charity, and discernment based on the gospels.  Without love fidelity becomes perfectionism, justice
becomes severity, righteousness becomes self-righteousness, mercy gives way to being judgmental,
a good and sensitive conscience turns self-condemnatory.  In short one becomes a Pharisee, a per-
son who’s goal is to keep the letter of the law with utter rigidity and who, without a personal and inti-
mate relationship with God, ends up violating the heart of the law, which as Jesus says, is love and
mercy.  And when taken to the extreme, as in the case of the Pharisees of Jesus’ time, become envi-
ous persecutors of God Himself by persecuting those who are closest to Him, who have the intimate
relationship that they do not have and who’s life itself is a constant reminder of what they do not
have, and it becomes a sort of self-judgment projected onto the person they persecute.  The result is
a great dissatisfaction in the spiritual life.  Because nothing can satisfy the human heart but love.  An
empty legalistic following of rules for the sake of following rules can only leave one with a bitter taste
in the soul and a real sense that there is no salvation found this way.  But when done out of love with
one’s whole heart, and eventually and consequently one’s whole soul, mind and strength, it gives the
person great satisfaction and peace of mind and heart.

Man was made for the total self gift which, as a creature, only he possesses the ability. And when he
does this for the sake of love it is fulfilling, when he does it for any other reason it is not only not fulfill-
ing but arid, empty and bitter.  Not immediately, but over time this grows into a giant gaping hole in
one’s heart and soul and leaves the soul feeling like there must be something more, something else
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that can lead me to happiness, to a sense
of fulfillment, to a satisfying life of freedom
of spirit and that feels life-giving instead of
life-draining.   Only since man was made
by God for a life of union with God, in this
life and the next, there is nothing else that
can achieve this.  Nothing else will give
what this union with God can give.  Other
things can give us a feeling that satisfies us
temporarily, but does not give lasting peace
or freedom of spirit.  Peace is a state of
being, not a moment of non-conflict, and
the good feeling that other things give us
begin to fade away as soon as we stop do-
ing them and they create a need to do
something else that will give us that again.
This happens when we try to replace a re-
lationship with God with something or
someone else.  It becomes a cycle that is
similar to adrenaline junkies who constantly
have to find that next rush.

The answer then is to love and to seek to
love, to ask God to increase His love in us.
The more we experience His love, the more
we will love.  And it doesn’t matter if we are
not very good at it right away, we will get bet-
ter at it if we persevere in seeking a loving
union with Him.  We can not measure growth
over short periods of time, but we can tell if

we are more virtuous over a year or two’s
time.  Are we more patient, merciful, gener-
ous, selfless, willing to do good?  Is our will
less bent toward things that are harmful to
us?  Then we are progressing.  Our good
and gracious Father always gives help when
we have a good will; our weaknesses do not
repel Him or disgust Him.  He even told St.
Faustina that weakness attracts Him and that
the greatest sinner has the most rights to His
mercy.  Then we have nothing to fear from
Him who loves us infinitely for He truly loves
us in the fashion mentioned by St. Paul.

Let us allow Him to love us fully, let us allow
ourselves to love Him fully.  And let us take
this path of love unreservedly, for it can only
bring good to us, good for us, and good
through us.  It brings peace to ourselves and
the world around us.  It allows the Kingdom
of God to dwell in us, and through us to
spread around us.  Whose spirit doesn’t exalt
with a man of peace near us and in whom
God dwells.  Who is not attracted to the light
emanating from a soul who has an intimate
union with God.

I love you Father and I give myself to you.
Oh good Father, come to us and instill your
Kingdom in us.  Oh Father of all Mankind,
Thy Kingdom come.  Amen.

Great N
ews!

Our yearly polishing up of the Website is about fin-
ished.  We’ve added some neat stuff; at request we now
have an Mp3 version of the Father Chaplet and a Russian
translation that was given by an actual Russian devotee!
We’re also working on  a Formal Chaplet version (annual
renewal) and we’ve enhanced various other items.
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Sons & Daughters of the
Blessed Virgin

sdbv@earthlink.net
www.sdbv.org

As this is your Newsletter...

Email us your questions.
We’d love to hear from you!
It may be selected to be in
the Newsletter, so let us
know if you prefer to
remain anonymous.

Liturgical Calendar: August
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Do You

have

 Questions?

Can you guess this months Saints?
Answers on bottom of pg.2

1   Saint Alphonsus Liquori
2   Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, St. Peter J. Eymard
4   Saint John  Mary Vianney
5   Dedication Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome
6   Transfiguration of the Lord
7   Saint Sixtus II, pope and martyr, companions,
8   Saint Dominic
9.  Saint. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
10  Saint Lawrence, deacon and martyr
11  Saint Clare
12  Saint Jane Frances de Chantal
13  Saints Pontian, and Hippolytus
14  Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe
15  Assumption of the Virgin Mary
16  Saint Stephen of Hungary
19  Saint John Eudes
20  Saint Bernard of Clairvaux
21  Saint Pius X
23  Saint Rose of Lima
24  Saint Bartholomew
25  Saint Louis & St. Joseph Calasanz
28  Saint Monica
29  Saint Augustine

FATHER,
Thy Kingdom Come!http://www.imageafter.com/index.php

http://mayang.com/textures/
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